
U. S. S. CHARLES F. ADAMS (DDG-2) 
R E P T  POST OFFICE 
NEW YORK 0BM)l 

1 ;,J, ,,( 1972 

From: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  USS CHAFlLES F. ADAMS (DDG 2) 
To : Commander Destroyer Squadron EIGHT 

Subj: Command History;  submission of 

Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5720.12A 
(b) COMCRUDESLANTINST 5720.11 series 

Encl: (I) P a r t  I Br ief  Chronology 
( 2 )  P a r t  I1 Basic  Narra t ive  
(3) P a r t  111 Documentary Annexes A, B, C ,  D ,  and E 

1. In  accordance wi th  references  (a)  and Cb) , enclosures  (1) 
through (3) a r e  herewith forwarded f o r  coppolidation. 

6 -  Bruce Newe 1 

Copy to :  \ 

CINCLANTFLT iw/o Encl C3) ) 
COMCRUDESLAEFll (W/O Encl C3)) 
CoMCRUDEsEZOT TWELVE (w/o Encl (3) ) 
CO NAVSTA MAYPORT (w/o Encl (3) ) 



PART I - BRIEF CHRONOLOGY 

1 JAN 7 1  - 8 J U N  7 1  
8 J U N  7 1  - 1 0  SUN 7 1  
1 0  JUN 7 1  - 22 J U N  7 1  
22  J U N  7 1  - 2 5  J U N  7 1  
2 5  J U N  7 1  - 28  J U N  7 1  
28 J U N  7 1  - 2 JUL 7 1  
2 JUL 7 1  - 1 3  JUL 7 1  
1 3  JUL 7 1  - 1 6  JUL 7 1  
1 6  JUL 7 1  - 1 9  JUL 7 1  
1 9  JUL 7 1  - 2 1  JUL 7 1  
2 1  JUL 7 1  - 1 4  AUG 7 1  
1 4  AUG 7 1  - 1 6  AUG 7 1  
1 6  AUG 7 1  - 1 9  AUG 7 1  
19  AUG 7 1  - 2 3  AUG 7 1  
2 3  AUG 7 1  - 20 SEP 7 1  
20 SEP 7 1  - 22 SEP 7 1  
22 SEP 7 1  - 24  SEP 7 1  
24 SEP 7 1  - 28 SEP 7 1  
28 SEP 7 1  - 29 SEP 7 1  
29 SEP 7 1  
29 SEP 7 1  - 1 OCT 7 1  
1 OCT 7 1  - 2 3  OCT 7 1  
23 OCT 7 1  - 25  OCT 7 1  
25  OCT 7 1  - 26  OCT 7 1  
26 OCT 7 1  - 29 OCT 7 1  
29 OCT 7 1  - 1 NOV 7 1  
1 NOV 7 1  - 5 NOV 7 1  
5 NOV 7 1  - 8 NOV 7 1  
8 NOV 7 1  - 1 2  NOV 7 1  
1 2  NOV 7 1  - 1 4  NOV 7 1  
1 4  NOV 7 1  - 3 1  DEC 7 1  
22  NOV 7 1  - 24 NOV 7 1  
8 DEC 7 1  - 1 0  DEC 7 1  

ROH C h a r l e s t o n ,  S.C. 
A t  Sea 
Mayport, F l o r i d a  
A t  S e a  
R o o s e v e l t  Roads ,  P. R. 
A t  S e a  (WSPT) 
Mayport, F l o r i d a  
A t  S e a  
Maypor t ,  F l o r i d a  
A t  S e a  
Mayport, Fla./V/W D a i l y  S e a  Ops 
A t  S e a  
P o r t  E v e r g l a d e s ,  F l a .  
A t  S e a  
REFTRA GTMO 
A t  S e a  
R o s s e v e l t  Roads ,  R. R. 
RIMEX 1-72 
R o o s e v e l t  Roads ,  P. R. 
Change  o f  Command 
A t  S e a  
Mayport, F l o r i d a  
A t  S e a  
Newport ,  R.I.  
DESCOL OPS 
Newport ,  R.I .  
DESCOL OPS 
H a l i f a x ,  Nova S c o t i a  
DESCOL OPS 
A t  S e a  
Mayport, F l o r i d a  - POM 
INSURV Inspect ion 
NWA I 

E n c l o s u r e  ( 1 )  
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PART I1 - BASIC NARRATIVE 

From t h e  1st of January through t h e  beginning of June,  t h e  
CHARLES F. ADAMS was completing h e r  overhaul per iod  i n  Charleston 
Naval shipyard.  During t h e  overhaul much-needed r e p a i r s  were 
made t o  h e r  engineering p l a n t ,  e l e c t r o n i c s ,  weapons systems, and 
genera l  refurbishment of h e r  i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r  spaces.  
Improvements and a l t e r a t i o n s  were e f f e c t e d  i n  t h e  TARTAR m i s s i l e  
system, SONAR system, communications and e l e c t r o n i c s  warfare  
equipment. Since more than  ha l f  of t h e  crew would b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  
during t h i s  per iod,  ADAMS had t o  p lan  an extens ive  t r a i n i n g  and 
school schedule i n  o r d e r  t o  maintain t h e  necessary t r a i n i n g  and 
prof ic iency levels during t h i s  long period with no opera t iona l  
t r a i n i n g  oppor tun i t i e s .  Immediately a f t e r  completion of the 
overhaul on 6 June, ADAMS began SHIPS QUALIFICATION TRIALS (SQT) , 
i n  t h e  Caribbean area, which c e r t i f i e d  t h e  accuracy and r e l i a b i l i t y  
of h e r  T a r t a r  Miss i l e  System. 

A s  June, Ju ly  and August passed, ADAMS w a s  underway d a i l y  t o  
conduct engineering d r i l l s ,  weapon tests and genera l  d r i l l s  t o  
insu re  t h a t  equipment and men would b e  ready f o r  Refresher Training. 
I n  e a r l y  August, ADAMS conducted RAVIR t r a i n i n g  f o r  a l l  C I C  and 
m i s s i l e  system personnel.  

On 16  August, ADAMS a r r i v e d  a t  P o r t  Everglades, F lo r ida ,  t o  
commence Sensor Systems Alignment p r i o r  t o  depar ture  f o r  t h e  FORACS 
RANGE a t  Andros Is land .  Upon completioS of t h e  FORACS TEST RANGE, 
ADAMS proceeded t o  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba f o r  a four-week modified 
Refresher Training. 

A t  Guantanamo Bay, the s h i p  endured long hours of simulated 
war time condit ions.  Some of t h e  exe rc i ses  t h a t  t h e  s h i p  conducted 
were l o w  v i s i b i l i t y  navigat ion,  swept channel navigat ion,  AAW, ASW, 
s u r f a c e  gunnery shoots ,  naval  gunf i re  support ,  and various 
comunica t ions ,  engineering,  damage c o n t r o l  and e l e c t r o n i c s  
exe rc i ses .  On 2 1  September, t h e  ADAMS replenished from t h e  USS 
BUTTE (AE 27) marking t h e  las t  e x e r c i s e  f o r  REFTRA. Captain 
CALLAWAY, s e n i o r  observer f o r  t h e  f i n a l  b a t t l e  problem, made the 
following s ta tements  a t  t h e  c r i t i q u e ,  "The medical department's 
grade of outs tanding is t h e  h ighes t  grade a t t a i n e d  by any s h i p  i n  
t h e  l a s t  nine months. The engineering grade of e x c e l l e n t  was t h e  
h ighes t  grade f o r  a DD type s h i p  s i n c e  I have been here.  ADAMS 
is  one of t h e  r a r e  s h i p s  t o  pass t h e  d i f f i c u l t  t e s t  of e l e c t r o n i c s  
warfare . . ."  

On 22 September, t h e  ADAMS q u a l i f i e d  i n  NAVAL GUNFIRE SUPPORT 
a t  Culebra I s l and .  With Refresher Tra in ing  and o the r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  
completed, ADAMS was prepared f o r  RIMEX 1-72 on t h e  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  
Weapons Range. F i n a l l y  t h e  crew and s h i p  had t h e  chance t o  prove 
t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s .  Five o u t  o f  e i g h t  missiles were h i t s .  RADM 
WALLACE, Commander Cru i se r  Destroyer ~ l o t i l l a  ZWELVE, made t h e  
following comments; "...I was c e r t a i n l y  pleased with obvious 
major e f f o r t s  being made by your Weapons Department t o  c o r r e c t  
your launcher problem." 
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"My congra tu la t ions  t o  your f i n e  Engineers n o t  only f o r  t h e i r  
performance i n  Refresher Training b u t  f o r  the condi t ion  and 
appearance of t h e i r  spaces ..." 

A t  t h e  f i n i s h  of RIMEX 1-72, Commander G. C. GATJE w a s  
r e l i e v e d  by Commander B Bruce NEWELL as  Commanding Off icer .  

On 29 September, a f t e r  e i g h t  weeks away from f r i e n d s  and 
family,  t h e  men looked forward t o  t h e  t r i p  home. They could look 
back wi th  p r ide  a t  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  t r a i n i n g  period they had completed. 
I n  a s h o r t  per iod of time, ADMS had l e f t  Guantanamo Bay wi th  
some of t h e  h ighes t  grades i n  ECM, Medical, and Engineering i n  
t h e  p a s t  two yea r s ,  and made a commendable showing a t  RIMEX 1-72. 

A t  t h e  end of October ADAPlS was assigned a s  schoolship f o r  30 
des t royer  school  s tuden t s  and t h e i r  i n s t r u c t o r s .  Most of these  
o f f i c e r s  have had previous experience on des t royers ,  and upon 
completion of t h e  c r u i s e  they would r e p o r t  t o  des t royers  f o r  tour s  
as  department heads. The c r u i s e  t r a i n i n g  period covered damage 
c o n t r o l  d r i l l s ,  engineering casua l ty  c o n t r o l  d r i l l s ,  IFF-SIF 
f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n ,  naval  gunf i re  support  indoc t r ina t ion ,  ASW exerc i ses  
and underway replenishment with t h e  USS MILWAUKEE (AOR 2 ) .  Captain 
HAMM, Commanding Of f i ce r  of t h e  Destroyer School, made t h e  following 
remarks i n  a message t o  ADAMS' Commanding Officer :  "The s t u d e n t s  
w e r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  impressed by t h e  enthusiasm of t h e  crew, your 
d e s i r e  t o  he lp ,  t h e  p repara t ions  of the shipboard i n s t r u c t o r s  and 
your o v e r a l l  appearance." 

On 1 4  November, ADAMS re turned  t o  Mayport. Before t h e  ADAMS 
could b e  considered ready f o r  deployment w i t h  Standing NATO Naval 
Force, s h e  would have adminis t ra t ion  and m a t e r i a l  inspec t ions ,  INSURV 
inspec t ion ,  Naval Ordnance Support Off ice  A t l a n t i c  inspec t ion ,  Nuclear 
Weapons Acceptance inspec t ion ,  and Planned Maintenance System (PMS) 
ih&~&CEE8'h. The PMS inspec to r s  found ADAMS only t h e  t h i r d  CRUDESLANT 
s h i p  t o  pass  i n  a year .  

Commander Destroyer Squadron EIGHT he ld  h i s  change of command 
on ADAMS on 17 December. Commander United S t a t e s  Second F l e e t  was 
t h e  g u e s t  speaker.  The remainder of t h e  year  w a s  spen t  making f i n a l  
p repara t ions  f o r  t h e  forthcoming deployment a s  a member of Standing 
Naval Force. 

The CHARLES F. ADAMS is assigned t o  Commander Destroyersquadron 
EIGHT and Cru i se r  Destroyer F l o t i l l a  TWELVE, homeported i n  Mayport, 
F lor ida .  
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